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made with the utmost care and 
artistry. Strict in form but wild 
in Subject-matter, they arewith- 
out exception a delight. 

Largely, too, they interlock, 
being located in the one imag- 
inary French province "between 
Fantoine and Agapa" as hisvery 
first title (1951) has it, where 
melodramatic and usually 
rather nasty things are forever 
happening (or are said to be 
happening). This unholy district 
is fertile in Icgend, scandal and 
criminality, evcn i f  nothing of 
what gets said [here is ever fi- 
nally confirmed as fact. 

Pinget's materpiece in this 
mock-epic genre is his longest 
novel, of 1961, L'inqriisiloire 
("The Inquisitory"), which is of- 
fered as the transcript of a 
forensic investigation that un- 
covers a glorious variety of lo- 
cal turpitude, with. so many 
ramifications that it rambles to 
a close only because the in- 
quisitor is too exhausted to 
continue. 

Plnget's chosen territory is His readers- and there should 
not at all a nice place, seeing be more of them -can be for- 
whal great malevolence most ever grateful that he chose to 
of its inhabitants feel towards spend his time as he did, 
one anothcr, and what a lot of writing. 
not necessarily comic death it - 
contains. John S t u m k  

He did not take a cheerful Roberl Pingel, rrovelis: and 
view. in fact. either of human life dra~natist: born Geneva. 
or of what i t  ends in, so that 
there is a thoroughly sombre 
edge to his comedy. In his lat- 
er novels he is writing, Isuspcct, 
as a religious believer, for whom 
the Logos, had at last come to 
seem a un~quely credible voice, 
sounding somewhere above the 
futile human cacophany. 

Pinget remained to the end 
a writcr ill at ease in the world 
and shy of publicity. a man "of 
inconceivable modesty" in the 
words of his own publisher. He 
seems even to have worried that 
he had given himself to litera- 
ture for unworthy reasons, as an 
evasion, when he should have 
been doing something more 
useful in life, or rnore'serious. 
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Swilzerland 19 Jub 1919; aufho; 
of Fantoine et Agapa 1951, 
Mahu renard et et le la mattriau bous.\ole 1952, 1955, Le , 

Graal Flibuste 1956, Baga 
1958, Le t~ston 1959, Lettre 
morte 1959, La rnanlvelle 1960, 
Clope au dossier 1961, Ar- 
chitmc 1961, Chypothbse 1961, 
Uinquisitoire 1962, Quelqu'un 
1965, Autour de Mortin 1965, 
Le libera 1968, La passacaille 
1969, Rblc  1971, IdentitB, 
Ahel et Bela 1971, Paralchimie 
1973, Cette voix 1975, CApoc- 
ryphe 1980. Monsieur Songe 
1982, Le harnais 1984, CEn- 
nemi 1987, Theo ou le temps 
neuf 1991; died Tours, France 
25 Augun 1997. 


